Q@ CHEER
_EACH DAY_O" TH' YEAR

THE RECKONING

1 reclion nge no longer by the yeanrs,
ltut br the hours, counting up the
MCure
dawn
penrs,
Thus making lfe's full Umit tvwwenty-
four.

"rom nntil n sonrive new ap-

At noon n child, at twillght comes my

prime,

wlhen the span completed T at-

tain

Within my heart age koows no win-
ter ilme,

I"'or with enach
ngaln,

Aud

risen sun I'm born
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dhe avtin Luthier wag an to do. He sald his writinge were of
ceoledin s than & eivil trial, |thres Kinds—some .were gospel truth,
The g1 g AT e O . which all ; tted, and which ho eould
HOL retract] some weére agalnst papal

court, where he was votapelled 1o sub- 1wy wnd customs, which he claimed
it to the quoestl Judge and jury, |lid tricd the peoples consclences, 111
Instead Lo was bauled hofore the |19 retroten these Lin wo 'd cover hhm-
now ftamous Dict of Worms, in A, D :.:T,;‘“lh =:-_-I‘I:iit:-‘l-l_.l,-l"T.,I:.F,t,:\,rdn::? i:::(l.'{
1521 and wihers the ecelesiastics | been too violent. Bveén thiz he declin-

Tht doctirines which 1, lonis the storm raged. Night

et oAt Hd lorches were Hehted in the
it the sitting closwd.  Luther
i peia R eloaE e e, .mul It Was supposed by
R ; AL s twild 1o ba placed in n dun-
ing to sea b » it Lils trial. EATLINGE the imembers
i aE : ik ! a4 been tonched by the
ot : courake he hnd shown Fhey would
4] . not permit a hand to Lo laid on hin
«d befare | ; " 3 it
When Yauther reached his lodgings
ha threw up s hands and cried ont:
“I win throu I am through, 1f |
had thousand heads 1o lose  they
strchbishons wauld all be struck off one by one be-
the oplnion fore T would retract.” The sama oven-
only place for sug long the Hlector Frederick sent for him
As Luther wau p . und told Luther he well and
anterocom to hi= trlal, ons brively. But, thou had ezcaped

bles, Georgo of Fundsbirg touched |80 far, e was not acquittied.
1.it

Luther on the shoulder and sal At the session the followlng day the
tle monk, little monlt, thou hat ) archhlshon of Pravers traled I.'.a.!ll!tt'.lli-li'.'l
before theo that J and muny other o he would acknowledge ceptain jn.
whose trude ls war héver faoed fallibilities he would not bo punished
ke of. 1€ thy heart Is right, and but Luther stood firm, and the Elactor
‘causs g good, go on In vod: W

cjerdered hin homo until the Diet should

1is will not forsake thee" | deelde upon 8 file ; ; £

A piie of books stood an tha tible | 1o naells, Ii\rh\\-nl.: :r,r\\ 11{?.-‘vqu'lj\1\‘\.1alj,|:
when he was brought forvward, ') prone 3 for his m:n-tk. EY i
ofMeers of the court reid tha title On his way baelk through the foreat
aglced him if he wnn ready- L of Thuringia an nrmed fores set o
- them. He angwered In a low ! tonnd darrfed Lim ow W .-.rl.«-;i..|r.;
that they were hle hooks, tie here he remalues under the
tracting the statéements they ne of Ritter George, Who ead sun.
ed, Luther agked for o iHttle tine to|phoeea 1y i atp

hes

tome captive Kknight,
1 of May the Bdiet of Waorms was
shed plicing  Luther nnder ihe Lan
the Empire, hut he had hocome as
vulnerahle as the aly, end tha trial of

conslder, and )Jia was glven until =m,-|u,‘, s
following duy. 11
On the fallowing morning, April 190
Luther hid colleated himself and efll
w renewed vigor. His old enemy Eci Martin Buther liad milsoarried, that is
was thls time the spokerman wgainst lwo fur an thoss whn coneplred agalnst
bim, and auked him what ho Intcndeq l;;].m Weére concerned.

put test on the ehiarge of [0d to retract simply, but would admit
heresy. {his fauit If fault could be proved.

VT YT e A Srhgt | Lanthar ',-;n.u‘hlu answery tn clear
gt (volee, first In Lautin and then In Ger-
Bunday, _-‘!:-‘ il nnec i balt elidmed he had spoken die-

v placa: respectfully,  To the Diet he sald:
‘et Llm retract on theso polnts and
: e shall have constderation  on  the!

a n i ha
:!‘r.r'..;.:;'.l‘lji-? & thal rest He asked for n plein “ven" gr
SE Wo bz i from him, "without horns." Thie

e tiunt :1r\III:-.-‘1‘I I.uih--r‘u blood. To this
ot Anril ol |,.' ' I will give You an answer
v nelther hiorne nor teet. Prove
i repibes) to 1 Ul ol serlptures that 1 have
paescd th tha wurden Sried :””i_ o I.” submit. Till then my
top of the wall flew a biuet g me. Here Tiatand. ¥
ey @ no more. God help me,. Amen,”

"“l

Breakfast,

Grapefruit Cereal
Ham and Eggs Muffing
Coften
Dinoer.

J Chicken Consomime
Toasted Wafers Cealery

Baked Stuffed Chicken,
Baked Sweet Potatoves

Cream Celery
Apple and Nut Salad

Feas

Vanilln Tee Cream Coffes
Frult Cake
Supper.
Chicken Sandwiches
Potato Salad Ollves
Elsculty Prescrves
Frult Cake
Tea &
SOME RECIPES
Maryland Riscoit.
Threa pounds of flonr, Southern

whent flour or & goed patent flour: half
@ pound of pure Inrd and cold water to
make a stift dough.
Loy a cloth on tha table, dredge with
flour and put the dough on this., Beat
it with a hard wooden mallet or flat-
fron, if you do not possess the bhroad
hammer used by the old-time Mary-
land coolt. Rell up the dough and re-
peat the beatlng and rolling until the
dough wlill snap when a small plece &
pulled off. Pinch off the dough In
amall biscuite and knead them, thumb
in the mlddln of each, into smnooth bls-
cult; hollow in tho centre.
a fork and place In greased pans, not
near onough to touch, and bake In u
fwdrly hot oven about twenty minutes;
they must net brown much.
Iinketl Mutton Cutlets.

Prepare the cutlets as for frying Ly
dlpplng them in beaten cgg and then
lcovering with fine, dry bread crumhbs,
|Lay them in a deipplng pan with very
(little water In the bottom: sprinkle
| with pepper and salt and bake, bast-
Iing often wilth butter and hot water,
f When they are done make a little
{Lbrown gravy with the stock in the pan,
tw little hot water, flour and seasoning.
If there is no fat or lquid in the puan
‘after frying or buking »our mesnts
there 18 always envugh brown, glazed
Juice of the meat sticking to the pan

to muke good gravy stock by adding
cold water, from one-hulf to a cup-
fral, and stirring 1t while the water

heuts to bolling point. Too much good
stock i=s thrown away by not making
use of this residue from the browning
| ol meat in sauteing.

Danish Crullers,

Two eggs and one-half ecup sugar
heaten lghtly together, one-half cup-
cful sour ereain, one-halfl teaspoonful
baking sodn, a little nutineg, add two
rand one-half cupfuls of flour, which
{will make n dough sufticiently stiff to
{rell out on a Roured board; then cut
(In aboul two and one-half Inch din-
{montd-shaped pleces: cul n slot In cen-
{tre and doublo one end through the
| iole, Drop Into n skillet of hot lard
‘and let them turn to o Meht browe,
\ Oron Uookies,

I Hi togother three cups of bran, one-

half teaspoonful of soda, onae teaspoon-
| tul each of ginger und cinnamoen and

half a tesspoontful of cloves and nix
tthoroughly; add one-half cup each of
| sugar, molasges and milk and one-
 half cup shortening (melted over lot
| water) and mix all together thorough-
'y, Drop from a spoon upeon @ but-

torad pan. Boake fifteen minutes. If
| proferred, the splces may bhe omiteed.

A NECK FINISH

Veivet ribbon, lace and Jet balls are
here used to advantage.

T

For Ured feet make a mixture of al-
cohol and lemon julee and rub on the
feet and ankles.

After serubbing thercughly, make a

Also a little salt, |

Plek with |

MEDALLION

HOW TO MAKE THIS
FINE MEDALLION

various uses. They are sewed togeth-
er to make insertion on heavy linen
tuble runners; aveange n number to
use on handsome plllow tops; made of
fine cotton, put on to form polnts, they
mnke a wonderful collar and cutf trim-
ming. This one is made of No. 3 cro-
chet cotton, tan, aml a No. & patent
sleel hook for a plllow decoration.

To make—Chain twenly-one, one
double In twelfth stiteh of ehnin; chain
two, one deouble in unlnth; chaln two,
one double In sixth: chaln two, one
double in third; chaln two, one double
in firat etitch;: turn.

Second row—Chain five, one doublae
second double of preceding row; chaln
tweo, ona doubls In next doubly; samoe
acroes row; repeat until there are five
rows of Loles,

[ Sixth row—Throe singles 1in first
| hole; three singles In next; one single,
| four chalng, two singles in next hole;
|one eingle in next; turn work over,
Echaiu eight, cateh with =lip setiteh in
| second single In second hole; turn;
lo\mr loop just made work two slngles,

| tour chain, two singles, flve times;
two alngles in hole wlith one slngle;
gix singles in corner hole; repe:nt

around medallion; join with alip stiteh.
Seventh row—Chaln nine, slip stiteh

stiteh through fourth picot; chaln nine,
sllp stiteh through coentro stitch
corner; sumo around row, joining with
tslip stitch.

Blghth roew—Threo singles, four
chaln, three singles, three times
(twelve singles altogether) over each
chained loop of nine, all way mround;
join with slip stitch; cut lhread;
ten off securely on wrong side. Damp-
en slightly; then press each medalllon
until perfeoctly dry before anpl_\‘inln[.

L. IH.

AVOIDING NERVES

The Ouunce of Prevention Which
Iielpa in Curlpog.
There are very few familles wherein
one member {s not found whe shandows
the hearthsida wilth “nerves'—an irrl-
table father, & neurotic mother, a 1neu-
rasthenic son, an hysterciul daughter
Liong names ire glven for varlous con-
ditions of ‘mind—the fear of crossing
the street, the droad of open spaces, the
terror of passing high buildings, 1hey
{are all grouped together wunder the
jheading of neurasthenia.
i Twenty years ago doctors would have
‘laughed at these symptoms. The word
neurasthenia had not guined credonce,
_'Tlm woman who shuddered at the con-
ifined spaco of a ruflway earrlage or
| trembled as shie faced the expunses of
nioor or common, would have bheen
ldiagnosed as hysterieal, and thoe only
| tonle prescribed would have heen sold
{in a hottle labeled “Severity.” DBut doc-
| torg and nurses have long sineo recog -
nized the dangers of neurasthenla.
What exactly {s this diseaso of the
twentleth century?  Well, and 1
don't know. Dut we do know that if
wo eat, drink, exercise out aof dovrs,
gleep properly, avold worry and thinl
of others rather than ourselves,
shall not get into this terrible
thon.

Also

Vou

Wi
vondl-

HOW TO MAKE—

A Senslble Plece Bag.
Take white mosquite netting
fashion It Into u geood sized
contents can plainly e seen from the
voutslde, and you will not have (u
turn every¥thing oul of the bag to get
the partleular roll of pleces you want.

and
bag—the

Spool Deor Bumpers..

These prevent doors marring  the
woodwork. To make one from large
spools, get a serew with o head about
the gize of the bore of the spool. This
should be serewad lnto the basebonrd
to within a half-Ineh of the head. I
| necessary, wedge it to hold it securely.
'A rubber tip, elther made out of un
old hot-water bag or overshoe or such

lug are purchased for crutches, can he |

gerewod on the head of the bumper,
Two Cooking Tips.
| Many people think that an egg that
I has been bolled and not eaten is wast-
fed, hutl this need nol be, for If trented
fus an uncooked one and
(for the same leéength of time as béfore,
it will be as good as ever. Dutting a

Vteaspoonful of salt into the water eggs |

lare boiled in Keeps the  shells  from |
| cracking. I
} In baking fish, lay the fich first on a |
plece of elean, well-greased cotton |
leloth; then lay it in the pan. It can |

| be lfted out easily when done.

[few glits In the skine of potatoes that
are to bhe baled.
v A DIittle borax, dlssolved in warm |

lwater, will lielp to lkeep the children's
ilc-clr: clean and sound,
| Common soap, rubbed en the hinges

of a crenking door, will do away with
|tha trouble,

Fasten a pincushion to the top of
the s=awlng-machine arm, and whols |
| minutes will be saved.
| A hoj-water platter Iz a beon to
| the libusewlife whose “men folks'”' are
| frequently late for dinner, ]

| The business man's lunch of g Blngs
lof milk and & plece of appla pie is
really a well-chosen nenl.

Add a pineli of borax to the rvinsing

| water of handkerchiefs, if you would
have them a litile stiry.
| Haked apples are dellelous with

thelr cores fllled with OrAnKe marma-
llndn or chopped nuts and sugar,

Tur stoles are of good length, with
tdiagonal or oval-shaped ends.

AMany small fure are mnde of mole-
skin, ermine and chinchilla,

Lingeria is fashioned of Japanese
sille, erepe de chine or entirely of lnce.
! The combination of flowers and fur
{In some of the hats Is most charm-

.

|

i ing.
Home of ihe evening slppers show
a narrow line of fur about the top.
One of the newest Parisinn fada fs
the petticont to match the figured vest.
The blshop sleaves of transpiarent
material are much used.on afternoon
frocke.
The emartest shirtwaist this fall is
warhable, but it muat not be starched.
The sleavas of the strictly tallored
suits show little or no fullness at the
armholea, :

A medallion ke this may be put tol

through sccond pleot; chaln nine, slin |

on |

fas- |

bolted again |

MAKE SCHOOL DAYS HAPPY

Perhaps at this time of vear, when
tira novelty of school has been thor-
joughly worn off and a holiday vacation
thas nade, echool seeims tedious, n new
[the reluctant sehiool girl or Loy, The
the reluctant school girl or hoy. The
shops aroe full of attractive things fo
the schoolehild,

For the chlld who takes itz lunch to
school there are Interesting boxes and
baskets. Some persons think that i
lunch packed In a basket alwavs tustes
freshier. The current of air which the
bagket permits to clreulate albiout the
Tunch removes any odor of closeness

the lunch, and so altogether the lunch
(is more appetizing In a basket than in
a box. For these persons there are de-
lightful baskets to Le had. It is bet-
ter to pay a little more and got a bas-
ket of substuntial weave then to gel a
cheap baslket which will fall apart be-
fore spring comes.

There ara many varletles among the
Iunch boxes. One is a flat, square box
with a compartment contanining a bot-
tla for hot or cold Ngulds and a

that might otherwiso accumulate about |

big |

' THE

HOLLOW OF HER HAND

By GEORGE BARR M'CUTCHEON,

BYNOPSIS OF PRECEDING CUHAFTERS,
Chullls Wrandall Is tound dead In s rosd-
houxe. His wildow, accldentally meeting the
glrl, Hetty Custleton, who had asccompanied
Gl to the Inn the nlght Leture, offers her u
home. The two women return iroi a .u.,
trip, and Leslle Wrandall, the dead man's
brother, falls desperately In love with her
and proposes to her, but Is refected with
horror. Bmith, a deotective, suspects Mrs.
Wrandall of having committed the murder,
but offers to drop the trall tor a price. Mr.
Wrandall, the elder, disconcerts the sleuth
by a clever falichood, but Mrs. Wrandall
agroes Lo pey the man hls price becauve he
had tried to “glve her n chance.” BHrandon
Booth, n friend of Leslls s
with tae girl, who roturns his love bLut re-
fures 1o marry him, telllng him that some
day he will understand why. She confesses
what he has known for u long time—that she
oncs posed, ns Hetty Glynn, an ectrass, for
another artlst. 8he convinces Mrs. Wrandall
that she went lo the inn with Wrandall in
Innocence, Leslls ugaln urges his sult and
Mre. Wrandall insiats that the girl wecept
him. Upon her refusal, the two women Heqie
arate. the girl golng to Englund, whithesr
Booth {immadist=lyv fattame b -t .
him that only Mrs, Wrandall hias the right
to tell nlin Her secrel, wou e e, i
America to learn it. In Lucerne she meots
her father, Colonel Castiston, and Lesile,
who tells her that {t s rumored that Booth
and Mra. Wreandall are ta be married, Mesn-
whils, after werka of «flort Booth hos per-
funded Mre. Wrandall to tell the girl's
story—tiint Iletty Cantleton went Lo the lhotel
with Wrandall, belloving that they were tn
Le marrled there, and that she kilied him In
defense of her honor. 3w, Wrandnil also
confesies thai, before she bocame corinin of
the girl's moral innocence, rhe had tricd to

[m:srr_v her (o Lestle winlshment to the
{ Wrandalis, who h ieen  unkind
I te her. Booth writes o I carefully waoril-

i ad letter to the girl, sayving
Hog'to her at once,
| tective, Informa M
| Hue suspect o
| having m

thnt he I= com-
Meantimne Bmith, the de
. Wrandall that the po-
showgirl named Aahtler

rderad Wrandall, Determilned
Bave tha rl, who I8 dy¥ing, from an
Mre. Wrandall tells the whole SLOry Lo hiep
counrel, Mr. Carroll, and the two, nswlsted
hy Hooth. take steps 1o protect the unfustly
suspected woman., Mrs, Wrandall suffers n
nervous hreakdown, and Misy (Cnstieton re-
turns from abroad. Tha showgir) dles, de-
claring on her death-bed that she knows
wio killed Wrandall, but refusing to divulge
tha name. Mise Castleton |s informied that
her father Is coming o Americu,

nf

ance,

"Perhaps he means to surprise you,
IfJ'iI man"”  sald Booth, with a smlile
| that Leslie did net in the least inter-
iprv:.

t With a furtlve glance
| wihoso back was toward them, he got
fup from hias chalr and  cumoe guite
close to Hoaoth, frowning slightly s
he plucked at hls mustache with ner-

at the girl,

|
[
{

1
|

compartment for sandwlehes and other | vous fingers. Lowering his volee to
| tidbits usual In the school luneh. An- | cautlous half-whisper, he fuquired:
jother Is in the form of a kodak, col- | #ay, Brandy, what do you know
| lapsible, so that 1t may be closed flat | qahout him? 15 he on the level, or is
|when It Is not ln use. There I1s a lunch [ s o damned old rasea] ™
hox which looks like a usle roll for| 1 z
{small giris—or larger ones, Al these | Md you dend him  any  maney?
‘nro covered with Imilation or rt-su,li"“'“""i Booth, with n mnliclous prin,
| leather. Then there nre brown paper | Leslle gulpad. A fine perspiration
| boxes of wvarlous elzes and  shapes, |broke out on his foreliead, "Yes, 1
|strong annd cheap, so that they can bo | did' ha replled, and, on  reflection,
| replnced by new ones when they b-'.-{M_\'I,v Kicked himself on the anlkle,
igin to loeok solled or worn. making sure, howaver, that Hetty was
- - still looking the other way. *“(io ont|
A peucll cuse or end of some gort §s | Breal it rudely,  He's no good, ¢h? A |
{# treasure In the childish wind. One (shark, eh?"

with n lttle colored slone in the emd,
teut with all the Leauty of a fewel, Is
[.‘lllt‘{ll.‘lj\'l“ The jeweled end is remov-
led to disclose an eraser, and when the
| peneil ia not In use the pdinted end is
(inserted In the ecase, The (lat pencil
|ensn
lonly a speelal pencl!l, fat and short.
{''ho round cascys are espeeially desir-
tabla because Lhey make stubs of any
jpom-iln u=eful.

And for sharpeners. thie hest are the
P ind that surew tlrmly o the edgo of
a table. Many schools are equipped
]1\'!1!1 these. The individual sharpencrs,
that can be carricd abiout in the pock-
el or bag, nre not always satisfactory.
They have a way of becoming dulled
in o very short tUme, and they are too
clienp to he worith sharpening.

The pasteboard boxes of desks sup-
pliezs are probahbly the hest equipped.

ol penclls, a couble of
Lax of ponpoints, Lwo
pencils, an ink and o
sharpener and o rule.

¢laborately stoeclted, and
have a slmpler outflit.

penholders, o
or three hluck
pencil crascr,
Others are moroe
Etill others

Did you know that it is possible to
get 0 sort of fountaln pen  for ten
ventse—n real pen using ink? It is

quite durable, and by far the best sort
for o child, swho is =0 llkely to lase or
brealk the more expensive sort.

ROMPERS IFOR TIHFE NURSERY

|

|

T'he blue bird is embroidered on neck
and sleeves.

Rub the onds of the riba of the
umbrella with vaseline where they are
fastened, Thla prevents rust,

Irons  will heat more qulekly and
atay hot longer If a cake tin or other
cover [a turned upside down over them,

An ordinary plece of mince ple is
snid* to be the equal In food value to
a plece of beef, a allce of-bread and
o potato,

Soma of tliein have hualf a dozen calor-*

“Helleve me, 1 don't know anything
tabout him, Les” said DBooth, with
sudden feellng of loyally 1o the
|onel's diughiter. “fHe may pay

Leslin sanapped  his Ningers

i
col-
up.''

whila

and almeost inissed
(the digression,
ed to e Tumbling
“I did it on her nccount,” he ex-
pladned, nodding hla head (n Hetty's
direction. He thoupht hard for o mo-
ment. “Of courge, ho won't be such
a blithering focl as to come over here,
will he?"
| “r shouldn't, if I had bLeen able to
"got what 1 wanted at home, as he very
ohviously dld” sald Booth pitilessly.
“IMTow much was it?"
Leslie waved his
YOy a few hundred
No harm done”

his musetnche by

for it.

hand disdainfully,
pounds, that's all.

AL any rate, h= seem- |

N da Rt bR b eeontmoantad they wera on the way to his upper Hp, |

tof books and magizines,

Brandon,” she sald hurriedly, looking
ovor her shoulder as she spoke. “Sarn
says that she has como to a declsion
of some sort, Shoe wants as to hear
her plan before making It final, I—T
don't understand her at all to-night.”

“It can't be anything scrious, dear-
est,” he said, but something eold and
nameless oppressed him just the same;

“Sho aslted mo If I had finally de-
clded to—to be your wife, Brandon. I
gild I had aeled you for two or thres
days moro In  which to decide, It
scemed to depress her. She sald she
didn't see how ehe could glvo me up,
even to you., She wants to he near ma
alwaye. It Is—it Is  really tragle,
Erandon."”

lia toolk her hands in his,

“Wae can flx that,” said he confident-
Iy, *“Sara can llve with us If she feols
that way about {t. Our home shall be
hers when she likes, and as long as
she clhiooses. It wlll be open to her all
the time, to come and go or to stay,
Just as she clects. Ien't that the way
to put it -

"I suggested something of the sort,
but eghe wasn't very inueh impressed.
Indeed, she appearcd to be somewhnt-—
yes, T cuuld not have been mintaken—
somewhat harsh and terrified whon T
spolie of it. Alfterwurds sho was more

reasonable. She thanked me and—
there were tears In her oyes at the
time—and sald she  would think it

over,  All she nelks is thot T may be
happy and free and untroubled all the

rest of my Ui This wne before din-
ner, At dinner she appeared to be
brooding over something. When we

left tho table sho took me to her room
and eid that she had como to an lin-
portiant decision. T'hen she Instructed
Watson to find you If possible’

“Gad, iU's all wvery upsctling,” ha

| =ald, shaking hls head.

“I think her consclenca s troubling
her. She hates the Wrandally, but T—
I don’t Khow why I should feel ns 1
do about it—but I bellove sho wanls
them to know!"

He stared for s moment, und then
hig fuce brightensd.  “And so do I,

Hoetty, s0 do 1! They cught to know!"

"I should feel 50 mueh easler If the
wlhole world knew,” sald ehe farnestly.

Sara heard the girl's worda as she
stood In the door. She cime forwar
with a strange—even abashede.smlje
after closing the door behind her,

“I don't agree with you, dearest,
when vou say that the world should

know, bul T have eome to the coneln-
slon that you eliould Le tricd and a
quitted Ly o fury made up of Challls
Wrandall's own flesh ené hWoeod. The
Wrandalls must know the truth,”*

CHAPTER XX1V.
The Jury of Four,
sat walting and won-
been sent for and
to respond, much to
Redmond Wran-
plice at the head af
the library table, At hlg right sat his
wife.  Vivian and Leslle, by direction,
took seats at the =ide of the long ta-
ble, which had been clenrced of its mase
Lawyer Car-
rell was ot the other end of the table,
perceptibly nervone and anxious, Het-

Thu
doring.
they had delg

sned
their own surpriso.

daell occupled o

Ly sal a little apart from the otherr.
a rather forlorn, detached member of
the conclave. Brandon Booth, pale-

faced and alert, drew up n chalr along-

tide Cuarroll, facing Bara who nlone
remained standing, directly opposite
the four Wrandalle,

Not ono of the Wrandalls knew why
they, as n family, were thero. They
had not the slightest premonition of
whiat was to come.

Tho

“Ara you golng te California this | strong  glare of an electrio
winter for the flying?™' asked ITetty, chandeller, seldom used In this quist,
conlng toward them. {subdued littlo Hbrary, threw its light

! {down upon the group, oullining everv

Sara enterad at that Junpclure, h“'lji'nu:tlrc with i sharpness that nlmost
they all sat down Lo listen for hz“‘rlulzea:.-.'--l AR T \;".m 2 tiving
an hour te Leslie's haraugue on the light. No [rla"-;.:r ti\ vn;naticna c:ouil'l
way the Californfa et was belng )00 50 00 o convicting glow. A
mismanaged, at the end of which he |y ™ 000 nine., Outside the ’ﬂt":l
departed. I . i !

e took Bootii away with him, much
to that young man's disgust.

Do you Know, Brandy, old fellow,”
sald hie as they walked down Fifth
Avenus in the gathering dusk of the
early winter evening, “ever since I've
begun to suspect that damned old
humbug of a father of hers, I've been
congratulating myself that thero lsn't
the remotest chanee of hiy ever becom-
ing my father-In-law? And, by George,
yvou'll never know how near T was to
leaping blindly inte the brambles.
What a close call T had!”

Booth's sarcastle smlle was lhidden
by the dusk. ks mgde no pretense of
openly resenting the meanness
spirit that moved Leslie to these cad-
dish remarks, Io merely announced
in a dry, cutting voice:

“I think Missa Castleton s to be con-
pratulated that her injury is no great-
or than nature made it in the begin-
ning,"

| “What do you mean by ‘nature'?”

“Nature gave her a father, didn't
M e
“Ohviously."

“Well, why add insult to injury?”
“By Jovel O, I say, old man!™

They parted at the next corner.
Booth atarted to cross over 1to
Plaza, Leslle called out after him:

“L say, Brandy, just a sccond, please,

ASs
the

Are you golng to marry Miss Castle-
ton?*

“I am."

“Then I retract the sourvy Lhings

I said back there. I asked her to mar-
iry me threo tilmes and she refused me
| three times. What I sald ahbout tho
brambles was rotten. I'd usk hep
again i€ I thought she'd have me,
There you are, old fellow. I'm a rot-
ten' cad, but I apologize to you just
the samea,” g

“You're learning, Leslle,” sald Booth,
tuking the hand the other held out to
him. .

While the painter was dinlng at his
club later on In the evening, he was
called to the telephone. Watson was
on the wire, Ie said - that Mrs. Wran-
dall would like .to know If My, Hooth
could drop in on her for a few min-
utes after dinner, "“to discuss a very
important matter, If you please, sir.”
At 9 o'clock, Booth was in Sara's -
brary, trying to grasp a new and re-
markable phaso .in the character of
that amazing woman. ;

IIe found IHetty walting for
when he arrived. :

4 "1 don't Emow whdf it all means,

him

of !

|savago storm of the winter waa rag-
| ging.

| from

|of

The Wrandalls had besn  routed
their  comfortable fireslde—tor

They were asking the question
thoemselves and they were walting
stonlly for the answor.

“IL 13 very =tuffy in here,” Vivian
had sald with a glance at the closed
doors after Sara had  successfully
placed hier Jury In the hox.

“IKecp still, Viv," whispered Leslic,
with a fine assumptlon of awe. "“It's
o spirituallstic meetlng. You'll scnro
the spoolks awny.'

It wus at this Jjuncture that Sarn rosa
from her chalr and  faced them, ny
calmly, as complacently as If sho were
ahbout teo ask them to proceed to tho
dining-room Instead of to throw o
bomb into their midst that would shat-

what?

Ler their smug serenity for all time
to come. With & glance at Mr. Car-
roll she hegan, eclearly, firmly and

withont a prefatory apology for what
was to follow

“T have asked you to coms hére to-
night to be my judges. 1 am on trial.
you are about to hear the story of my
unspeakablo perfldy. 1 only require
of you that you hear me to the ecnd
before passing judgment.”

At her worde, Hetty and Booth start-
ad perceptibly; a qulek glancoe passed
hetween them, ns If ecach was Inquir-
ing whether the other hud caught the
extraordinary words of self-Indiot-
ment. A puszled frown appeared an
Hetty's hrow.

“I'erfidy? interposcd Mr. Wrandail,
iy wife's expression  changed from
one of bored indifference to sharp in-
quiry. Leslle paused in the act of
lighting a cigarette,

“It is the mildest term T can com-
mand,” said Sara. "I ghall be as brlef
as possible in stating the ecase, Mr.
Wrandall. You will be surprised to
hear that T have taken It upon my-
self as the wife of Challla Wrandall
and, ns 1 regard it, the one most vi-
tally concerned, if not Interested, in the
discovery and punishmoent of the per-
son who took his Mfe—I say 1 have
taklen It upon myself to shield, pro-
tect and defend tho unhappy young
woman who accompanicd him to Bur-

ton's Inn on that night in Mareh. She
has had my constant, my personnl
protection  for more than iwenty
months.'

The Wrandalls leancd forward in

thelr chalrs. The mateh burned T.es-
le's fingers, and he dropped It with-
out appearing Lo notice the paln.
“What is this you are saying?' da-
manded Redmond Wrandall, 1AL 144

% (To Be Continued.).
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